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9/27/2012 - TRANSIT CENTER AT MANAS, 

Kyrgyzstan --  The 817th Expeditionary Airlift 

Squadron takes great pride in handling their 

passengers with pride for their flight home.  

 

"You see the looks on guy's faces you are 

bringing home and it is indescribable," said Lt. 

Col. Jimmy Fuller, 817th Expeditionary Airlift 

Squadron director of operations. "It is what we 

can do for those who have been doing their job 

on the ground for sometimes more than a year."  

 

Approximately 70 Airmen with the 817th EAS 

have the rewarding and demanding job of 

bringing home servicemembers from Afghanistan. 

Though the majority of the squadron is from Joint 

Basis Lewis-McCord, Wash., the 817th EAS is a 

total force effort, including Pacific Air Forces, Air 

National Guard, and Reserves Airmen. 

 

The larger number of troops and cargo redeploying increased the operational tempo by about 30 percent, Fuller 

said. While this means more work for the 817th EAS, they are up to the challenge and are completing the goal. 

 

Normally the squadron transports around 300,000 passengers and 127 million pounds of cargo per year. That 

equals approximately 25,000 passengers per month; however, this September the squadron transported 

approximately 32,000 passengers.  

 

Past redeployments kept them well employed, but now the mission is even more focused on the movement of 

passengers. Each crew member is flying about 50 hours a month. This means crews fly about every other day. 

 

"The Transit Center at Manas is considered the gateway to Afghanistan for personnel movement," said Fuller, 

an Air Force Academy, Colorado Springs, Colo., alum. 

 

For the full article or to download high resolution photographs, visit:  

http://www.afcent.af.mil/news/story.asp?id=123319808  

 

U.S. Marines board an Air Force C-17 Globemaster III during 
a redeployment mission at Camp Bastion, Afghanistan, Sept. 
11, 2012. The Afghan National Security Forces and U.S. 
forces have worked closely and effectively to transition 
control of security in Afghanistan. (U.S. Air Force photo/Staff 
Sgt. Clay Lancaster) 

http://www.afcent.af.mil/news/story.asp?id=123319808
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For more information, click here for the AFCENT web site (http://www.afcent.af.mil).  Click here for the 

Defense Video and Imagery Distribution System web site (http://www.dvidshub.net). Call U.S. Air Forces 

Central Public Affairs Media Operations at commercial 011-974-4458-9555, then connect to DSN 436-1624, or 

email mu_afformediaops@afcent.af.mil. 
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