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8/29/2012 - KANDAHAR AIRFIELD, 

Afghanistan -- The 62nd Expeditionary 

Reconnaissance Squadron has a unique role where 

Airmen from the British Royal Air Force and the 

U.S. work together to support the intelligence, 

surveillance and reconnaissance mission for 

Operation Enduring Freedom.  

 

The primary mission of the 62nd is to launch and 

recover remotely piloted aircraft before handing 

over control to other locations in the United States 

such as Creech Air Force Base, Nev., or Cannon 

Air Force Base, N.M. 

 

The crews use satellite feeds which allow the 

transfer of control between the pilots at Kandahar 

Airfield, and the crews stationed in the United 

States. 

 

"Our mission is to perform take off and landings, and then we hand over the controls to aircrew in the CONUS 

(Continental United States)," said Lt. Col. Russ, 62nd ERS commander. "One strength of RPAs is the great 

reach back capability. The aircraft can be controlled from home station for the majority of the mission. The 

landing and take offs must be performed in theater through line-of-sight antennas because there is a small delay 

with the satellite links that would be unsafe for these critical phases of flight."  

 

The squadron works with two different types of RPAs, the MQ-9 Reaper and MQ-1 Predator. 

 

The Reaper and Predator are armed, multi-mission, medium-altitude, long endurance remotely piloted aircraft 

employed primarily as intelligence collection assets and secondarily in a hunter/killer role against dynamic 

execution targets. 

 

For the full article or to download high resolution photographs, visit:  

http://www.afcent.af.mil/news/story.asp?id=123315921  

 

Air Force members of the 62nd Expeditionary Reconnaissance 

Squadron, a coalition squadron operated by U.S. and Royal Air 

Force forces, taxi an MQ-9 Reaper at Kandahar Airfield June 25. 

The 62nd ERS mission is to launch and recover remotely piloted 

aircraft before handing over control to Creech Air Force Base, 

Nev. (U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Clay Lancaster) 

http://www.afcent.af.mil/news/story.asp?id=123315921
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For more information, click here for the AFCENT web site (http://www.afcent.af.mil).  Click here for the 

Defense Video and Imagery Distribution System web site (http://www.dvidshub.net). Call U.S. Air Forces 

Central Public Affairs Media Operations at commercial 011-974-4458-9555, then connect to DSN 436-1624, or 

email mu_afformediaops@afcent.af.mil. 
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