
Operation Inherent Resolve – destroying ISIS in Iraq and Syria 
Coalition airpower continued to play a decisive role in destroying ISIS’ fighting capacity and eroding its control over territory and 
people. In May, Coalition aircraft released nearly 4,400 weapons against a variety of ISIS targets, a 33 percent increase from April and 
the highest release month since the inception of OIR in August 2014. The preponderance of targets include ISIS fighting positions; 
tactical vehicles and heavy weaponry; oil infrastructure, vehicle-borne improvised explosive devices and related facilities; and 
structures serving as ISIS headquarters, safe houses, security and media centers. The increase in weapons released can be directly 
attributed to the accelerated pace of operations as ISIS is driven into increasingly smaller pockets by partner ground forces. The 
majority of weapons released were precision guided munitions delivered to support partner ground forces fighting to drive ISIS out of 
West Mosul and Raqqah. 
 
Airpower was instrumental in targeting and destroying fighting positions and providing an around-the-clock protective umbrella of 
close air support for our Syrian Democratic Force partner ground forces throughout the fight for Tabqah and ISIS’ surrender there to 
them on May 11. Following the enemy’s surrender, the Coalition targeted retreating ISIS fighters in line with the revised counter ISIS-
strategy to annihilate the enemy in place so as to prevent them from carrying the fight to a later day. 
   
Airstrikes also continued against ‘deep fight’ targets, including  ISIS’ primary source of revenue - the illicit sale of oil. Throughout May, 
Coalition aircraft destroyed nearly 400 oil wellheads, tanker trucks and associated infrastructure.  
 
In support of the fight to liberate West Mosul, Coalition aircraft delivered precision guided munitions achieving lethal effects against 
the enemy while mitigating impacts to civilians in surrounding areas.  As Iraqi Security Forces have advanced through this challenging 
terrain, there remained a constant overhead presence of both armed aircraft and intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance 
platforms providing real-time visibility of battlefield targets and assessments. Within Syria, the SDF continued to advance and isolate 
Raqqah. Coalition air support provided instrumental support to the SDF, suppressing the enemy’s ability to retain their positions, and 
destroying ISIS headquarters, weapons and resources.  
 
Operation Freedom’s Sentinel & Resolute Support Mission – advising Afghan Air Forces & countering terrorism 
The Afghan Air Force showed considerable progress in their ability to become a professional, capable and sustainable Air Force. The 
AAF maintenance technicians completed their first-ever Afghan led Mi-17 helicopter 1,500 hour inspection, 15 days ahead of schedule 
with zero discrepancies noted on its first flight. Air Liaison Officers with the AAF also successfully executed the first pre-planned 
integration of conventional ground force movement with the Afghan National Army. Throughout the month, the 555th Expeditionary 
Fighter Squadron contributed to Operation Freedom Sentinel using their F-16 Fighting Falcons in both strike and show-of-force 
capabilities for Joint Terminal Attack Controllers supporting ground forces. 

Airpower Effects 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

As of 31 May 2017 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Coalition air strikes played a decisive role in helping SDF and SAC partners forces in the liberation of Tabqah City and the neighboring airfield and dam. Following their defeat, the Coalition inflicted punishing strikes against the ISIS fighters as they fled Tabqah toward their last stronghold of Raqqah. On 11 May, the air Coalition employed 224 weapons against myriad ISIS targets in Iraq and Syria – the highest ever in a single day of the OIR campaign.Protection of our forces is a top priority. During a recent engagement, U.S. Air Force A-10s came to the defense of friendly ground forces, delivering nine hours of withering close air support resulting in the destruction of four buildings, multiple weapons and caches and heavy losses on ISIS forces – with zero friendly causalities. Coalition aircraft continue to play a decisive role in assisting Iraqi forces in the ongoing effort to liberate Mosul from ISIS. More than 150 sorties were flown last week directly supporting partner forces on the ground in that fight.During the week of 15-21 May, Coalition aircraft conducted more than 180 strikes in support of OIR against a variety of ISIS targets, including nearly 100 oil production targets, several transport barges and multiple fighting vehicles.    Protection of our troops and partner forces remains a top priority. Air Coalition assets struck pro-regime forces that were advancing well inside an established de-confliction zone northwest of At Tanf, Syria, May 18, that posed a threat to partner ground forces there. This action was taken after Coalition aircraft conducted multiple shows of force and fired warning shots to stop the advance. When the warnings went unheeded, Coalition aircraft fired on and destroyed multiple pieces of construction equipment and a tank. Among Coalition air strikes this week, Air Force A-10s, B-52s F-22s and F-15Es were key to the destruction of eight barges used to transport fighters and equipment, 65 oil production targets, five VBIED facilities, more than a dozen ISIS tactical and construction vehicles, and ten ISIS HQ facilities and communication /media centers, effectively degrading their fighting capacity and denying them vital revenue sources.Coalition aircraft play a decisive role in assisting Iraqi forces in the ongoing effort to liberate Mosul, flying more than 100 sorties 22-28 May directly in support of ground partner forces, including approx. 40 hours of close air support. The Coalition continues to protect our partner forces on the ground. During the past week, Coalition aircraft targeted more than 120 ISIS fighting positions and over 350 pieces of military equipment, enabling freedom of movement for friendly forces.     USAF and Coalition personnel are helping the Iraqis become a self-sufficient force. Recently, an Air Force mobile field surgical and critical care team stabilized an Iraqi soldier seriously injured in an IED blast. Working alongside a Coalition surgical team, Air Force medical experts worked with their Iraqi Air Force counterparts, ensuring the IAF conducted the MEDEVAC and demonstrating their ability to take care of their wounded with organic patient transport capabilities. 
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Combined Forces Air Component Commander  
 2012-2017 Airpower Statistics 

Close Air Support* Number of Weapons Released 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total

2012 170 116 227 252 406 521 504 589 385 414 297 202 4,083
2013 193 297 250 284 368 337 256 158 232 189 118 76 2,758
2014 92 114 95 115 164 272 205 437 441 217 87 126 2,365
2015 40 30 47 31 41 109 79 156 111 203 69 31 947
2016 127 115 58 62 89 94 160 108 162 205 92 65 1,337
2017 54 200 203 460 328 1,245

More Activity 

OPERATION FREEDOM’S SENTINEL/RESOLUTE SUPPORT MISSION 

2012 28,760
2013 21,900
2014 12,978
2015 5,774
2016 5,162
2017 1,671

Sorties

Less Activity 
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As of 31 May 2017 

2012 1,975
2013 1,408
2014 1,136
2015 411
2016 615
2017 431

one weapon release
Sorties with at least
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UNCLASSIFIED 

• Some figures may have changed due to data re-calculation and re-verification 
• Assets under CFACC control include a compilation of aircraft from all U.S.  military branches of service, as well as Coalition aircraft; however, not all  
       aircraft flying in the AOR fall under CFACC control.  

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017
Intel, Surveillance and Recon Sorties 34,937 31,049 32,999 21,634 19,681 7,251

Airlift Sorties 39,000 32,000 17,040 6,900 10,300 4,768
Airlift Cargo (Short Tons) 265,000 201,000 158,400 50,000 69,200 37,168

Airlift Passengers 749,000 506,000 202,700 78,000 111,100 49,222
OEF Supplies Airdropped (Pounds) 41,952,000 10,883,000 28,000 0 0 0

Tanker Sorties 16,007 12,319 9,085 5,323 4,910 1,925
Fuel Offloaded (Millions of Pounds) 980 723 636 201 150 60

Aircraft Refuelings 67,020 53,266 46,793 26,162 18,137 7,052
Casualty Evacuation Sorties 2,171 576 115 1 0 0

Saves 1,187 219 32 3 1 0
Assists 1,646 477 84 0 0 0

* Statistics provided includes numbers of sorties (not strikes) and munitions expended by    
aircraft under CFACC control  

 



Combined Forces Air Component Commander  
 2012-2017 Airpower Statistics As of 31 May 2017 

UNCLASSIFIED 

- Some figures may have changed due to data re-calculation and re-verification 
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Close Air Support/Escort/Interdiction* 
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Number of Weapons Released 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total

2014 269 931 1,746 1,458 1,888 6,292
2015 2,426 1,853 1,685 1,862 2,145 1,683 2,823 2,758 2,380 2,694 3,242 3,145 28,696
2016 2,718 2,090 2,052 2,582 2,341 3,160 2,439 2,244 2,427 3,038 2,709 2,943 30,743
2017 3,600 3,439 3,878 3,274 4,374 18,565

2014 6,591
2015 21,116
2016 21,181
2017 7,864

Sorties

2014 2,003
2015 9,912
2016 11,825
2017 5,216

one weapon release
Sorties with at least

More Activity Less Activity 

OPERATION INHERENT RESOLVE 

2014 2015 2016 2017

Intel, Surveillance and Recon Sorties 2,373 9,514 12,270 5,641
Airlift and Airdrop Sorties 1,992 10,050 8,400 3,543
Airlift Cargo (Short Tons)* 14,555 78,500 72,800 27,233

Airlift Passengers* 9,900 47,200 46,900 25,968
 Supplies Airdropped (Pounds) 1,417,900 111,200 822,171 98,820

Tanker Sorties 4,859 14,737 13,064 5,037
Fuel Offloaded (Millions of Pounds) 282 912 804 312

Aircraft Refuelings 28,956 84,381 80,912 28,072 * Iraq only 
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• Some figures may have changed due to data re-calculation and re-verification 
• Assets under CFACC control include a compilation of aircraft from all U.S.  military branches of service, as well as Coalition aircraft; however, not all  
       aircraft flying in the AOR fall under CFACC control 

* Statistics provided includes numbers of sorties (not strikes) and munitions expended by aircraft under 
CFACC control  

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The CFACC continues to leverage the 20-nation Coalition’s intelligence and airpower to go after ISIS’ financial structure.  As part of this effort, ISIS recently suffered a major blow when Coalition aircraft employed 26 weapons to decimate their most productive natural gas facility in Syria, thereby denying them approximately $1.2 million per month in revenue through which to fund their nefarious activities. This past week, the air Coalition continued to deliberately target ISIS’ revenue sources, striking dozens of oil wellheads, tanker trucks, storage tanks and associated infrastructure used for ISIS’ illicit oil production.  Additionally, we continue to inhibit ISIS’ ability to maneuver in and around Raqqah, including a single strike by multiple Coalition aircraft that annihilated13 barges along the Euphrates River, denying them the means to move fighters and supplies. 
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